[Apparent heterogeneous distribution of progesterone receptors in certain cases of endometrial carcinoma].
The progesterone receptor contents in the cytosol of two of three samples of same tumor was measured in 19 cases of endometrial cancer. The receptor concentration in one sample of each tumor was calculated by Scatchard analysis of specific binding data; in the other, one or two samples of each tumor, the receptor concentration was calculated by using a single point. All tumors did have receptors at least in one of the two or three samples. Ten tumors showed certain consistency in the receptor content in the two or three samples. On the other hand, a striking variability in the receptor content between the two or three samples of each of the remaining tumors was found, ranging from zero to several hundred femtomoles/mg of protein. In seven cases, follow-up was possible during 66 months, and the response to progestagen treatment was independent from the progesterone-receptor content. Our results suggest that the analysis of a single site of a tumor would reveal values that might not be representative of the tumor and, furthermore, it would explain, at least partially, the uncertain response to progestagen therapy that has been frequently described.